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whose tremendous wealth is built upon ex-
clusive government deals and on the backs of
Ukraine’s working class.

These same Ukrainian commoners define
the ‘‘Orange Revolution,” named after
Yushchenko’s campaign color. I was in
Ukraine as an election monitor during the
start of the revolution and witnessed mil-
lions of Ukrainians pouring into Kiev’s Inde-
pendence Square.

The protest was sparked when the govern-
ment announced fraudulent election results
and tried to hand Yanukovych a false vic-
tory. Demonstrators stayed in the streets for
weeks in sub-zero weather demanding a new
election and an end to corruption.

Yushchenko’s election is important for two
reasons. First, with the help of international
observers (including several Coloradans),
Ukrainians conducted a legitimate election
in the face of difficult odds.

Given the history of oppression in Ukraine,
the election is a triumph of courage. Today’s
Ukrainians are the grandchildren, children
and survivors of Stalin’s engineered famine
of 1932-33. For generations, they have seen
that Ukrainians who challenge governing au-
thorities often die untimely deaths.

The election is also a triumph for women.
In 35,000 polling stations throughout
Ukraine, it was the women who insisted on a
transparent election. They were the brave
volunteers who stood up to thugs, dressed
down armed government agents and enforced
the rules to protect the ballot box.

Indeed, the Patrick Henry of Ukraine is
Yulia Tymoshenko, a parliamentarian who
marshaled the masses in the peaceful, pur-
poseful and well-organized Orange Revolu-
tion. Tymoshenko is emblematic of Ukrain-
ian women. Their leadership has made the
greatest difference in Ukrainian politics,
business, academia and culture.

For Ukrainians, Yushchenko represents
unleashed opportunity. Ukraine’s massive
underground economy has the potential to
become one of the most powerful economies
in Europe. Yushchenko understands this.

He has charted an ambitious agenda for re-
forming TUkraine’s economic institutions
with an emphasis on attracting foreign in-
vestment and improving domestic produc-
tivity. Ukraine’s economy is quite strong.
Last year’s increase in its gross domestic
product was among the highest in the world.

A country of 48 million, Ukraine has a
highly educated workforce and nearly 100
percent literacy. It is the second-largest
country in Europe, has abundant natural re-
sources, contains the planet’s richest soil
and enjoys a geographic location conducive
to trade.

In anticipation of a Yushchenko presi-
dency, foreign investors have been busting
down the doors of Kiev in search of ground-
floor opportunities. Yushchenko’s promise to
accelerate NATO cooperation, European in-
tegration and Western economic standards is
underscored by his immediate travel sched-
ule. This week he heads to a meeting of the
Council of Europe, then to the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

Colorado shares many common features
with Ukraine which have led to partnerships
in agriculture, mineral extraction, medicine,
space development and education. Strength-
ening these partnerships in the Yushchenko
era presents a solid opportunity for Colo-
radans to help secure democracy and free-
dom in Ukraine while expanding trade here
at home.
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RECOGNIZING MR. BRADLEY
DAVID DEBRASKA

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the retirement of Mr. Brad-
ley David DeBraska, a police officer with the
Milwaukee Police Department. It gives me
great pleasure to join the International Union
of Police Associations in recognizing his serv-
ice to the Milwaukee community.

Mr. DeBraska has honorably served the po-
lice force since 1977. He worked tirelessly as
a Police Officer, and for the past twelve years
has served dual roles as a Police Liaison Offi-
cer and Detective. Mr. DeBraska’s service
also extends to numerous Boards and Asso-
ciations, helping to guide several police and
community organizations. In addition, he faith-
fully served the residents of Wisconsin as a
member of the University of Wisconsin Board
of Regents. He has truly fulfilled his duty as a
citizen of this country.

| am proud of the work that Mr. DeBraska
has accomplished in his 28 years of service.
Once again, | congratulate him. | wish Mr.
DeBraska a healthy and happy retirement.

RECOGNIZING MARY BETH SCOW
HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the achievements of Mary Beth
Scow and her contributions to excellence in
public education. As a current representative
of District A of the Clark County School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees, Mrs. Scow has been
an outspoken voice and is honored for her
contributions. | stand today to praise her for
her continued leadership and passion in im-
proving education in southern Nevada.

Mrs. Scow, a Denver native, has been a
resident of southern Nevada for the past 25
years. She graduated cum laude from
Brigham Young University with a bachelor’s
degree in community health education. She
and her husband Steve are the proud parents
of nine children, all educated in the Clark
County School District. The entire family has
been very involved in community sports, music
and church activities.

With a vision to help prepare Clark County
students for higher education and for success-
ful future careers, Mrs. Scow has been an out-
spoken voice for Clark County students. Elect-
ed to the board of school trustees in 1996,
Mrs. Scow has proven her leadership qualities
by serving two terms as president of that
body. In addition, she has served on various
educational committees and zoning task
forces. In her community, she leaves a legacy
to the Sunset Area Council of PTA as a
former president and to her local Boy Scout
chapter as den leader.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that |
stand today to pay tribute to a visionary lead-
er, committed parent and public servant. | join
with the William McCool Science Center at
Frank Lamping Elementary School to pay trib-
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ute to Mary Beth Scow for her dedication to
Clark County students and her commitment to
excellence in education. | thank her for her
contribution and | urge my colleagues to rec-
ognize in their own communities, the contribu-
tions of great leaders in education.

——————

COMMENDING PALESTINIAN PEO-
PLE FOR HOLDING FREE AND
FAIR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

SPEECH OF

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 2, 2005

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
join my colleagues in offering my congratula-
tions to the Palestinian people on the recent
election of Mahmoud Abbas as the second
president of the Palestinian Authority.

After 4 long years of terror and bloodshed,
the hope for peace that has spread through
Israel and the Palestinian Territories in the last
two-and-a-half months has been welcomed by
Israelis and Palestinians. Not since the heady
days following the signing of the Oslo Accords
in September 1993, has there been this much
optimism for better relations between Israel
and the Palestinians.

| have been encouraged by the deepening
contacts between lIsraelis and Palestinians fol-
lowing the death of Yasser Arafat and | am
hopeful that next week’s summit in Egypt be-
tween Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Presi-
dent Abbas will lay the groundwork for cooper-
ative planning as Israel prepares to pull out of
Gaza and parts of the West Bank later this
year. Planning and coordination between
Israeli and Palestinian security forces would
improve the chance for a peaceful transition to
Palestinian control in Gaza.

| also hope that the election of President
Abbas will finally mark a clear rejection of ter-
rorism by the leadership of the Palestinian Au-
thority. For too long, Yasser Arafat would say
one thing to Israelis and Americans and an-
other to his own people about the centrality of
renouncing violence. President Abbas appears
to understand that terrorism has brought only
suffering to his people and that the only path
to statehood for the Palestinian people is the
path of negotiation.

Although President Abbas won the presi-
dency by a healthy margin in last month’s
election, he has no real base of political sup-
port with the PA, nor does he enjoy great pop-
ular support among the Palestinian electorate.
Thus, he will need to build support by dem-
onstrating to the Palestinians that he can ne-
gotiate effectively with Israel and by securing
U.S. political and economic assistance.

| know that the Israeli government under-
stands the tenuousness of President Abbas’s
situation and has both sought to build con-
fidence in him by easing up on security
clampdowns in the territories and by showing
restraint in not responding to a series of in-
flammatory statements by Abbas during the
recent campaign.

President Bush’s request for $350 million in
assistance to the Palestinians is an important
signal that the United States also sees Presi-
dent Abbas as a serious partner in the search
for peace between Israel and Palestinians. |
share the President’s vision of Israel and Pal-
estine living side-by-side in peace and | am
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glad to see that he has backed up that vision
with a substantial request for U.S. assistance.

———

SUPPORT OF THE ASSURED FUND-
ING FOR VETERANS HEALTH
CARE ACT

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of Congressman EVANS’ legislation, the
Assured Funding for Veterans Health Care
Act, and am proud to be an original cospon-
sor. This legislation will guarantee that vet-
erans receive the health care they have
earned and deserve.

With an increase in the number of veterans
seeking care, a dramatic rise in medical costs,
and years of inadequate VA health care fund-
ing, there is a clear and growing mismatch be-
tween the demand for VA services and avail-
able funds to support these services. The
number of patients entering the VA health
care system has increased by 134 percent
since 1996, but funding for medical care has
increased just 44 percent. This has resulted in
unprecedented waiting times for routine and
specialized medical care nationwide. In my
home state of Michigan, some veterans are
waiting more than 6 months for an initial doc-
tor's appointment. This situation is untenable.

The reason for this problem is evident and
so is the solution. Every year, veterans have
to fight with a myriad of non-veterans’ pro-
grams to receive the money necessary for
their health care treatment. To end this annual
budget battle, the Assured Funding for Vet-
erans Health Care Act would require Congress
to meet our veterans’ medical care needs by
providing funding for VA health care based on
the number of enrollees in the system and
medical inflation.

This is legislation that Members on both
sides of the aisle should support. In fact, a
commission established by the White House,
the President’s Task Force to Improve Health
Care Delivery for Our Nation’s Veterans,
issued a report in March 2003 noting the mis-
match between veterans’ needs and VA serv-
ices, and recommending guaranteed funding
to fix this problem. To date, the Administration
has refused to endorse, or even to acknowl-
edge, the Task Force’s recommendation.

The current system is not serving our vet-
erans well. The VA must have a sufficient
budget to effectively manage its health care
programs, to hire the appropriate number of
staff, and to adequately plan for the coming
year well in advance. Guaranteed veterans’
health care funding would end the year-to-year
uncertainty the VA and our veterans face, and
would fulfill the obligation this country has to
the men and women who served in uniform.

————

HONORING SISTER ANN McGUINN,
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Sister Ann McGuinn, of
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Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange, for her life-
time of service attending to the spiritual and
health care needs of others.

Sister Ann is retiring from a long and distin-
guished career as a health care administrator
with the St. Joseph Hospitals System of Cali-
fornia. She served as Vice-President of spon-
sorship for St. Joseph’s Hospital of Humboldt
County from 1992 to 2005. She formerly
served as the administrator for St. Joseph
Hospital, in Orange from 1961 to 1972; and
CEO of Queen of the Valley Hospital in Napa
from 1971 to 1992. Under her leadership, the
Children’s Hospital of Orange County was es-
tablished. During her tenure at Queen of the
Valley she established a dental clinic for the
poor, now called Sister Anne Dental Clinic, de-
veloped specialized cancer programs and cre-
ated the system’s first home health care.

Throughout her long career, Sister Ann has
been a tireless champion for the poor and an
advocate for the vulnerable. She has been
generous with her time and energy and is
highly regarded by those who have had an op-
portunity to work with her. She has played a
large role in improving the lives of thousands
of people.

In Humboldt County, Sister Ann’s force of
compassion brought together a myriad of re-
sources to fund homeless programs, winter
shelters and improved dental health for poor
children. She has been unflaggingly supportive
of efforts to expand rural healthcare services,
particularly for battered women and underprivi-
leged children.

In 1992, | had the privilege of naming Sister
Ann “Woman of the Year” for the 2nd Senate
District of the California State Senate. She is
the past recipient of the “Value in Action
Award for Justice” presented by the St. Jo-
seph Health System.

Sister Ann entered the order of St. Joseph
of Orange in 1944; she received her RN from
Mary’s Help Hospital, now called Cedar Sinai
Medical Center, in San Francisco. She was
trained as an obstetrics nurse. She is the
daughter of John and Mary McGuinn of San
Francisco.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we recognize Sister Ann McGuinn for her
compassion, leadership and commitment to
families and the less fortunate and for her ex-
traordinary record of public service to the peo-
ple of the State of California.

————

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF THE REVEREND WAR-
REN E. DARNELL

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to cel-
ebrate the 100th birthday of The Reverend
Warren E. Darnell and to honor his 75 years
of service to his community.

Eager to begin his work in this world, Rev.
Darnell was born before the doctor arrived at
his parents’ home on February 4, 1905. From
nearly that day forward, Rev. Darnell has dedi-
cated his life to helping others. He graduated
from Hanover College in 1928, and went on to
study at the Union Theological Seminary, re-
ceiving his Master of Divinity Studies in 1931.

Shortly after completing his education and
being ordained by the Presbyterian Church,
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Rev. Darnell joined The Community Church of
Little Neck as a Pastor. During his 53-plus
year tenure with the Church, Rev. Darnell
oversaw tremendous growth in the congrega-
tion’s membership and a considerable expan-
sion of the church facilities. Upon his retire-
ment, Rev. Darnell was named Pastor Emer-
itus of The Community Church of Little Neck,
and he continued his faithful service to Little
Neck and the surrounding communities by
performing weddings, baptisms, funerals, and
supplying pulpits until the age of 95.

In addition to his church service, Rev.
Darnell has received numerous awards and
accolades. He helped found the Great Neck
Clergy Association to fight anti-Semitism and
promote brotherhood, tolerance, and under-
standing among the different religious tradi-
tions represented in the community. Rev.
Darnell also served as the Director and Trust-
ee of the New York State Christian Endeavor
Union Summer Assemblies, as a commis-
sioner to the General Assembly of The United
Presbyterian Church, and on various commit-
tees of the New York City Presbytery.

Local and family values have always been
of the utmost importance to Rev. Darnell. He
and his wife, Dorothy, celebrated their 75th
wedding anniversary this past September, to-
gether with their three children, seven grand-
children, and nine great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | commend The Reverend
Warren E. Darnell for his 75 years of dedi-
cated service to his community. As a pastor,
community leader, husband, and father, Rev.
Darnell has contributed much to the great
many lives he has touched. In recognition of
this, | ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to please join me in honoring The
Reverend Warren E. Darnell as he celebrates
his 100th birthday.

——————

TRIBUTE TO ART STAMPER

HON. BEN CHANDLER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great honor | rise today to pay tribute to one
of Kentucky’s finest musicians, Art Stamper.

Nationally acclaimed in Bluegrass music, Art
Stamper began playing the banjo and fiddle
before age 10. His first fiddle had a self-made
bow and Art taught himself how to play his
first song. One of 4 sons and 3 daughters of
the late Martha and Hiram Stamper, Art
Stamper was born in 1933 in a log house in
Knott County, Kentucky. Art Stamper got his
love of music from his father. Hiram Stamper
was an accomplished musician, and Art quick-
ly followed suit, becoming a professional musi-
cian by age 16. Art Stamper helped define the
music we now call Bluegrass. During his ca-
reer and travels around the world, he worked
with Bill Monroe, the Stanley Brothers, the
Osborne Brothers, the Goins Brothers, Larry
Sparks, Jim & Jesse, Bill Clifton and J.D.
Crowe.

Art Stamper is not only known as a master
fiddler but also for his mastery as a hair-
dresser. He won many awards as owner of
Louisville’s The Way of Art. Art never stopped
playing the fiddle as other musicians would
come for haircuts and play while waiting their
turn.
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